
Beaver Road Primary School Art and Design Policy 

Beaver Road Art Philosophy 

• Children are encouraged to be highly independent in their Art making 

and great value is placed on unique and original ideas. Innovation is 

celebrated. 

• Fine motor skills are developed through minimal scaffolding. 

• Art plays a key role in the development of visual literacy.  

• Curriculum design provides all children with the opportunities to make 

rapid and sustained progress from their starting points, builds self-

confidence and empowers self-expression. 

• Art provides opportunities to celebrate and explore feelings and ideas 

expressed by pupils and by the artists, designers and crafts-people that 

are studied 

• Art experiences allow children to engage with their own environment, 

share their histories, memories and the places and things that matter to 

them. 

 

 

Aims 

Art and Design at Beaver Road School offers opportunities to: 

 Stimulate children’s creativity by providing a variety of experiences, ways 

of understanding and responding to the world. 

 Develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and 

their ability to use materials to communicate ideas, feeling and 

meaning. 

 Explore ideas and meanings in the work of artists, crafts-people and 

designers. 

 Help children learn about the different roles and functions of art craft 

and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures.  

 To build children’s cultural capital through a wide variety of experiences 

in the classroom and more widely through gallery visits, historic visits and 

site visits. To embed Art experiences that allow engagement with their 

own environment, sharing their histories, memories, the places and the 

things that matter to them. 

 Learn how to make thoughtful judgments and aesthetic and practical 

decisions and become actively involved in shaping environments. 

 

Planning 

The curriculum plan for Art and Design at Beaver Road provides a good 



balance of two and three-dimensional skills. There are opportunities for visits to 

museums, galleries and sites during the school year. The long and medium term 

plans are clearly linked to the National Curriculum programmes of study and 

level descriptors. Children learn a new art skill each half term. The six skill areas 

are: Drawing, 3D construction, Painting, Printing, Sculpture (clay and modelling 

materials) and collage.  

Drawing is fundamental to learning and expression in all aspects of art, craft 

and design at Beaver Road. Drawing can be precise and accurate or 

expressive and descriptive, able to convey subtle nuances of meaning. 

Drawing is used to research, record, and gather information from observation, 

memory and other visual sources. Drawing helps to organize thinking and give 

form to imaginative ideas, as well as being used to solve problems. Drawing 

also communicates ideas and meaning and can be both a fundamental part 

of the design and development process, as well as the creative product itself. 

Art, Craft and design is a subject that encourages critical and creative 

thinking. As such it lends itself readily to enriching, extending and consolidating 

learning in a variety of curriculum contexts. Although Art is taught discretely by 

an art specialist at Beaver Road, the subject often contributes to cross-

curricular programmes and to various events and activities in the school 

calendar. These opportunities support learning in art, craft and design. 

Classroom teachers are trained to deliver the knowledge, skills and 

understanding that are necessary to make appropriate progress in the Art so 

that there is a consistent and continuous approach to Teaching and learning 

in Art. 

 

Differentiation 

The Art and Design schemes of work offer all children effective learning 

opportunities. The plans are challenging for children of different abilities and 

aptitudes in each year and key stage. The plans are designed to motivate 

children, enabling them to understand and review their own learning. The 

plans cater for children’s diverse learning needs. 

Teaching and learning in Art at Beaver Road: 

 Ensures access to learning. 

 Provides high challenge, low threat in a way all learners can succeed. 

 Provides scaffolding without reducing expectations. 

 Ensures Inclusive teaching for inclusive learning. 

 



Assessment 

Assessment in Art at Beaver Road takes into account of all aspects of children’s 

learning and achievement. This includes not only what children make, but also 

how they make it, what skills they aquire and what they know about the tools 

and materials they use. Assessment also takes into account of what they know 

about the world of art, craft and design which places their own work in the 

wider cultural context. 

Progress in Art is assessed through a variety of means, using different kinds of 

evidence. Both the quality and the skills children exhibit are considered. To 

assess their knowledge we listen to children talking about art, craft and design 

and read what they write. The evidence for assessment occurs in different 

forms and at different times through the course of a unit of work and so 

assessment too is spread out over time. 

The four progress objectives used are derived from the four aims of the 

National Curriculum. The four headings of ‘Generating ideas’, ‘Making’, 

‘Evaluating’, and ‘Knowledge’ define the conceptual framework which 

underpins all teaching and learning in Art and Design. 

The assessment criteria table used provides a broad statement of expectations 

for each year group. Assessment is further defined by using a five point scale 

that evaluates the extent to which each child has met the expectations.  

Assessment criteria table example: 

 

 

 



Recording mark sheet example: 

 

Each child is given a sketchbook which is used for tracking of progress of 

skills. When children complete work outside of their sketchbooks, the 

work is assessed and recorded before their work is sent home or 

displayed. Children undertake a baseline assessment at the start of each 

year which serves as an effective way of assessing children’s starting 

points. 

The subject lead for art creates a portfolio of photographic samples of 

assessed work at the different level descriptors so that clear and 

consistent assessment can be achieved. The portfolio of selected examples 

of children’s outcomes show how children have met expectations in 

‘Generating ideas’, ‘Making’, ‘Evaluating’, and ‘Knowledge’. 

Progression in Art happens over time as pupils gain increasing mastery and 

confidence in developing and using skills and gaining deeper knowledge and 

understanding. Pupils who consistently make more progress than their peers 

are supported, not by moving them on to different experiences but by 

providing further opportunities to deepen and extend their skills and 

knowledge within the context of the current unit of work. Progression of art 

skills throughout KS1and KS2 is explicit through the half termly knowledge 

and skills descriptors for each of the units.  

 

  

 



 

 

 

 


